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out, on examination, to be just so many invitations to everyone 
else to come over to where we stand, when all will be well. I 
admit that, if I urge the most generous interpretation possible 
of what it means to be a Christian, if I plead the example of 
the Master when his disciples rebuked those who did his work 
but did not follow them, it may be said, with a smile, that all I 
am doing is to ask everyone to accept my own point of view ! 
But those of us who deplore the retention of so many artificial 
and u barriers can at least refuse to meet prejudice 
with. prejudice. We can resist the temptation to take refuge in 
negation and opposition and can speak and act as those who 
already count themselves members of a fellowship. of faith 
and hope that is open to all who will enter in. 
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COMMENT 

“Fireside Churchgoers”’ 

day to broadcast services of the B.B.C. Even if one were 
inclined to question the accuracy of that figure, the number 
must run into many millions, and at any rate the Listener 
Research Department of Broadcasting House is more likely to | 
approach accuracy than those who might question their figure. 
As a recent writer has said, the gap between the people and the 
Church grows wider; and the only notable antidote to that 
situation has been the B.B.C. Just what value, from a 
religious point of view, have the B.B.C. services possessed ? 
Certainly, we may take it for granted that the services have 
not been as effective as they would have been had minister and 
people come into contact inside a church. To feel that one 
“ belongs ” to such an institution as a church, is a 
help to living the good life—from that the “fireside church- 
goer” is excluded if he remains in that category. Moreover, 
although we Unitarians are inclined to discount that aspect, 
one is apt to miss in broadcasts systematic, doctrinal instruc- 
tion that is so necessary if worshippers are to be in a position 
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The Laity and the Sermon 
How often as a layman I have felt that the service was 
far too much a matter for the minister only—not that I re- 
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however, that the united intelligences and good wills of the 
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‘Cross Street Chapel - Manchester 
Monday at 7 p.m., October 20, 1952 
Speaker: Dr. Dororuy TARRANT 
“The Bonds of a Free Church ” 
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